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The Hour Is Now! 


By W. BRUCE WILSON* 


I am convinced that the time has ar- 
rived for those of us who whole-heartedly 
favor church union to speak up and say 
so. 


I yield first place to no one in my 
loyalty to, and my love for, the United 
Presbyterian Church. 


Few United Presbyterian ministers or 
church members have any deeper roots 
in our beloved church than do I, with 
a ministerial background of six succes- 
sive generations in our church and its for- 
bears. 


Few are as deeply indebted as am I to 
our church; for it has given me my Chris- 
tian education in college and seminary; 
and has afforded me magnificent oppor- 
tunities to serve my Lord (which I have 
not always measured up to as I should). 


Others may feel differently; but deep 
in my own heart I am convinced that the 
hour has arrived in God's providence for 
the healing of the meaningless divisions 
in Presbyterianism; that church union is 
for our day the will of God. 


With a common agreement in creed, 
worship, and government among the three 
Presbyterian families; with like emphasis 
on evangelism, stewardship, missions and 
Christian education; with ministers and 
members alike moving back and forth be- 
tween the three bodies and feeling per- 
fectly at home in Christ’s service in any 
of them; with the opportunity for a truly 
national church and a truly world-wide 
mission field; with the gospel of our Lord 
and his redeeming love being proclaimed 
boldly and clearly in all three bodies— 
how can we possibly justify a continued 
separate denominational existence to a 
needy and divided world ? 

The hour is NOW! God's Spirit is 
at work in his church. Let United Pres- 
byterians be true to their union heritage 
and respond to his guidance in this mat- 
ter—THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN. 


*Dr. Wilson is one of the leading United 
Presbyterian ministers, pastor of the Sun- 
set Hills church, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Mod- 
erator of the 1943 General Assembly; 
formerly General Secretary of the Board 
of American (Home) Missions. 














Letters to the Editors 
Reunion Opposition 





Seen as “Expedient” 





Ministers Not “Engulfed” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


With regard to Mr. T. H. Stukes’ “Mi- 
nority Report” in the April 12 issue of 
your paper, I would like to make a few 
remarks. 

The tenor of Mr. Stukes’ report indi- 
cates clearly that his approach to the 
matter of Presbyterian Reunion is that of 
expediency. What he is saying is that 
the subject is of such a controversial na- 
ture that we ought to drop the discussion 
before we get into trouble. 

All of us, I am sure, are aware of the 
difficulties that no doubt lie ahead, should 
the merger be consummated. There are 
dangers; and we who are in favor of re- 
union recognize them for what they are. 

However, so far as I have observed from 
the study of history, nothing of any real 
value ever has come to pass in our world 
by those who, through fear of danger, have 
preached and practiced the principle of 
expediency. On the contrary, chaos and 
disaster have more frequently followed in 
the wake of such thinking. Let us not 
forget that Jesus Christ was condemned 
to the cross by a calloused and cynical 
Caiaphas on the grounds of expediency 
(John 11:50). 

If the avoidance of danger had been 
the watchword of the church, there would 
be no church today. It was dangerous for 
the early church to believe in Jesus; but 
it believed. It was dangerous for Peter 
to preach in Jerusalem on Pentecost; but 
he preached. It was dangerous for Paul 
to go to Rome; but he went. It was dan- 
gerous for Luther to denounce the Roman 
Church: but denounce it he did. 

We could go on forever; but the point is 
obvious: The glory of the church is that 
sincere Christians in all ages have been 
willing and glad to live dangerously for 
the sake of what the world always has, 
and always will, consider an impractical 
ideal. Christians ever and again have had 
the temerity, when confronted with the 
cold, hard facts that would seem to mili- 
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tate against action, to snap their fingers 
at these facts and say, “So what! Facts 
are not the last word in the universe! 
Through the power of the Living Lord, 
working in and through us, this thing will 
be done!” This is not an impotent and 
impractical idealism. It is a heady and 
virile realism which is grounded in the 
promise of a Christ who said, “Lo, I am 
with you always,” and his assurance that 
he has overcome the world. 

It is inconceivable that Mr. Stukes could 
read the parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37) or Jesus’ conversation 
with the Samaritan woman at the well 
(Jn. 4:1-42) and still say that Jesus did 
not take a stand against segregation. He 
not only took a decided stand—he ‘lived 
it! This, of course, is not to mention 
dozens of other references in the gospels 
and epistles of the New Testament which 
teach the equality and brotherhood of 
men in such a manner as to make any 
other attitude within the Christian fellow- 
ship untenable and unthinkable. If, as 
Mr. Stukes suggests, this thinking cuts 
across the grain of “our Southern way of 
life,” then it is our way of life that needs 
transforming, and not the ethical teach- 
ings of Jesus and the New Testament. 

So far as Mr. Stukes’ bewailing the fact 
that most of our ministers have failed to 
heed the “overwhelming sentiment” of 
many of our churchmen on the matter of 
reunion—we who are ministers consider 
that the highest compliment imaginable. 
It is a refreshing sign of hope to know 
that the majority of the ministers in the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., have not al- 
lowed themselves to become engulfed in 
the murky and unwholesome waters of 
pride, prejudice, and racism which char- 
acterize much of our thinking, and which 
are the antithesis of the spirit of Christ. 

Joun E. Murray. 
New Bern, N. C. 


Holds the Church Back 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 


I am returning the enclosed card which 
indicates my opinion as to the union of 
our churches. . . . I would like to state, 
that in my opinion, I know of nothing that 
holds the church back any more than not 
being united. It is hard to sell the out- 
sider on church membership when he 
looks around and sees so many divisions 
in our churches. It certainly does noth- 
ing for the good of all concerned... . 

D. D. SALVETER. 
Crocker, Mo. 


Suspicion 
To THe OUTLOOK: 


[Returning straw ballot]: This is a 
catch question. (Do you favor the union 
of the Presbyterian Churches, U. S. USA 
and United?) 

L. Ross LYNN. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 


@NOTE—We thought this wou'd be 
easily understood since the cards went 
only to ministers and elders who re- 
ceived, or were supposed to have re- 
ceived, copies of the Plan of Union. 
Furthermore, we rather thought every- 
body in the church who is concerned 
knew the proposed basis of union. We 


still don’t see how the question might 
have been better phrased. 


More Suspicion 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I am returning “ballot” on the question 
of church union which you have been 
kind enough to send me. Judging from 
the address of the card to me, I presume 
these ballots are being sent to the sub- 
scribers to THE OUTLOOK. I would think 
if this is the case, the results are more or 
less a foregone conclusion. Such a ballot 
is not necessarily indicative of the opin- 
ion of the men of the church, however 
much it may be valuable as propaganda 
purposes, and I question the good taste of 
the whole proceedings. Your magazine 
has many good features, but objectivity 
is not one of them. 

W. J. Love 
Columbus, Miss. 


_ ©NOTE—We are recording Mr. Love 


. as disbelieving in the accuracy of our 


poll, though, of course, we have already 
pointed out that the ballots were not 
sent as he indicates at all, but to all 
ministers in the church and to one elder 
in each congregation. 


Hymn for Easter 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


A word of appreciation for the unlook- 
ed-for front page honor accorded the 
hymn, Allelulia! Christ Has Triumphed 
(OvrLook, Apr. 12). Several have writ- 
ten indicating they used it for congrega- 
tions and choirs on Easter. ... 

RAYMOND B. SPIVEY. 
Palmyra, Mo. 


Kagawa Available 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


We are glad to let you know that Dr. 
Toyohiko Kagawa of Japan expects to 
come to America this summer and fall. 
He will attend the meetings of the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston, Aug. 
14-31. For the balance of his time he will 
be glad to have engagements in any cities, 
colleges or summer camps (on the basis 
of the enclosed memorandum). 

If your constituents are interested in 
having, him, please write this office. The 
shortness of his stay and the speed with 
which the itinerary must be set up make 
immediate responses necessary... . 

Kagawa NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 
252 Fulton St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. 


Potosi Men, 91-11 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The Men of Potosi Presbytery held their 
spring rally at Caruthersville on a recent 
Sunday afternoon and evening. 

The president, Mr. Hope Morton of Jack- 
son, announced that the matter of Union 
was before the church and that it would 
be interesting to know what the men pres- 
ent thought about it. Without any fur- 
ther discussion of the matter ballots were 
distributed (marked For on one end and 
Against on the other and the men in- 
structed to tear them in two and put the 
end which expressed their preference in 
the box when it was passed) and collected. 
The result of the ballot was 91 For and 
13 Against. ... 

C. E. Mount. 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
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AUGUSTA CORNERSTONE—President Eisenhower is shown here laying 


the cornerstone for the new building of the Reid Memorial Presbyterian 

Church on Easter Sunday. When the President vacations in Augusta he 

attends this church. Others in the picture, left to right: Massey Mott 

Heltze!, the pastor; Wm. H. Cooper Ill, contractor; and G. E. Cleveland, 
stonemason.—PN Photo. 


Richmond Asks for 
1955 Assembly 


East Hanover Presbytery will ask the 
General Assembly to join next year in its 
celebration of the 200th anniversary of 
the founding of the first presbytery of the 
South—Hanover in 1755, from which the 
southern church emerged. 

The meeting would be held in Rich- 
mond, Va., with the facilities of the As- 
sembly’s Training School, Union Sem- 
inary and other Presbyterian churches 
and institutions joining in the enter- 
tainment. The Assembly has not met in 
Richmond since 1899. 

Charlotte, N. C., churches are also 
planning to invite the Assembly to meet 
there. 


Southern Senators Sponsor 
Clergy S. S. Coverage Plan 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—Social 
security coverage of clergymen on a pure- 
ly voluntary basis is provided in a bill 
introduced in the Senate here by five 
Democratic Senators from the South. 

The plan it proposes is similar to that 
recommended by representatives of the 
Southern Baptist Convention at a recent 
hearing by the House Ways and Means 
Committee on Administration-sponsored 
legislation to extend social security cov- 
erage to groups now outside the program. 

Co-sponsors of the new bill are Sens. 
Lister Hill and John J. Sparkman of 
Alabama, James O. Eastland of Missis- 
sippi, Russell Long of Louisiana and 
Sressard T.. Holland of Florida. 


Poll On Reunion 


Few Changes Noted from Earlier 
Report on Straw Vote 

This week’s continued tabulation of the 
straw vote on Presbyterian reunion shows 
only small changes in the totals reported 
last week. Now there are 48 presbyteries 
voting for union and 36 against. 

Changes in the standings since last 
week show Abingdon losing its slight 
margin for union and going to the op- 
posite column; meanwhile Louisiana and 
Durant went into the pro-union column. 

Only a few votes spelled the difference 
in these presbyteries: Birmingham (1), 
Abingdon (1), Suwannee (1), Cherokee 
(4), Ga.-Car. (2), Guerrant (2), Lou- 
isiana (1), Red River (2), North Miss. 
(2), Lafayette (3), Fayetteville (2), 
Orange (4), Winston-Salem (4), Durant 
(1), Indian (3), Paris (3), Roanoke 
(3). 

Ministers in 62 of the 84 presbyteries 
appear to favor union while the elders 
from only 28 presbyteries give it a ma- 
jority of their votes. The record on this 
follows: 

For Against Tie 
Ministers 62 18 4 
Elders 28 49 7 


Tabulations by presbyteries to date 
follow: (Numbers in parentheses show 
the number of churches in the respective 
presbyteries. ) 

For Against 


ALABAMA For (Ag’st M E ™M E 
sirmingham (29) 10 il 6 i 3 8 
Centl. Ala. (10) 10 0 5 5 0 0 
East Ala. (55) 10 35 6 4 10 25 
Mobile (24) 12 6 8 4 3 3 
North Ala. (35) 8 18 i 4 ¢ i 
Tuscaloosa (49) B 3 5 3 6 19 
APPALACHIA 

Abingdon (69) 20 21 15 ) 7 #14 
Asheville (32) 13. 20 8 5 11 9 
Holston (73) 14, 31 8 fi 11 20 
Knoxville (55) 1+ 32 «10 4 16 «16 
ARKANSAS 

Bast Ark. (45) 21 5 14 7 2 3 
Ouachita (66) 33 12 «2116 7 5 7 
Washburn (26) 15 & it 4 2 3 
FLORIDA 

Florida (40) 4 23 2 2 8 15 
St. Johns (79) 418 3 629 19 1] 22 
Suwannee (45) 21 20 15 6 3 7 
GEORGIA 

Athens (42) : 5 z 2 2 13 
Atlanta (87) $4. 34 37 7 2 
Aug.-Macon (40) 9 21 6 3 $ 17 
(Cherokee (28) s 12 1 4 2 10 
Ga.-Car. (16) 3 1 2 1 0 1 
Savannah (32) S BY 3 2 7 10 
S'west Ga. (39) 8 15 5 3 5 10 


KENTUCKY 


Guerrant (20) > 3 4 1 i 


to 








Lex.-Eben. (45) 1s 10 13 ay 5 5 


Louisville (49) 41 $ 25 16 3 1 
Muhlenburg (25) 17 i 8 9 2 3 
Transyl. (17) 16 2 7 9 i | 
LOUISIANA 

Louisiana (26) 11 10 7 4 2 8 
La.-Miss. (20) 6 1 0 
New Or. (39) 24 + 7 4 3 
Red River (42) ] 13 6412 } ) 8 
MISSISSIPPI 

Centl. Miss. (73) 14 11 11 , i2 29 
East Miss. (47) 9 18 5 ! 4 14 
Meridian (60) 2 20 1 | » 15 
Mississippi (30) 12 0 > 10 
North Miss. (40) i 9 1 
MISSOURI 

Lafayette (21) 7 $ 2 5 1 3 
Missouri (31) 17 ; 2 6 l 3 
Potosi (20) 16 l S ‘ ” ] 
St. Louis (19) 15 1 r ‘ ’ 
Upper Mo. (25) 23 19 ! 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Arbemarle (50) 17 S 12 i 
Concord (76) 25 2 20 18 24 
Fay'vl (97) 29 31 21 8 § 23 
Granville (47) 16 0611 12 } 0 41 
Kings Mtn. (44) 9 327 ’ 0 11 lt 
Mecklenburg (100) 35 66 26 7 24 42 
Orange (77) 33.37 23 10 1 3 
Wilmington (78) 30 16 21 9 ; 
W.-Salem (49) 18 14 10 X 8 8 
OKLAHOMA 

Durant (19) 2 1 1 1 1 “ 
Indian (13) 3 6 2 1 i 1 
Mangum (13) ' 2 iF 1 ] 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Bethel (51 ) ll 27 9 3 ( 21 
Charleston (29) 9 16 \ 1 13 
Congaree (30) y4 os ] l S 15 
Enoree (15) 9 28 6 3 9 19 
Harmony (33) 5 25 2 3 6 19 
Pee Dee (40) 9 234 8 ] 6 18 
Piedmont (24) 6 19 $ 2 > 16 
South Car. (41) 3 8 11 22 
TENNESSEE 

Columbia (24) 11 2 H 
Memphis (62) 29 24 20 9 7 17 
Nashville (43) 28 11 15 ; 10 
TEXAS 

Brazos (79) is is 34 15 $ 14 
Centl. Tex. (34) 24 18 15 9 4 9 
Dallas (38) 19 7 #12 7 2 5 
El Paso (30) 28 4 16 12 3 1 


Mid-Texas (45) 22 3 10 12 1 3 
Paris (39) 19 16 13 6 5 23 
Texas-Mex. (30) 19 4 #15 } 2 2 
W. Texas (77) 56 16 32 24 8 
VIRGINIA 

East Han. (74) 2 11 29 8 2 9 
Lexington (68) $4 26 29 15 2 38 
Montgomery (75) 238 24 21 7 S 16 
Norfolk (49) 1 12 20 11 ) 7 
Potomac (43) 1 > 16 15 t 
Roanoke (55) 13 16 7 6 2 4 
West Han. (40) 13 422 8 5 8 14 
Winchester (60) "0 12 x 1? » 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Bluestone (27) 16 S 10 6 } } 
Greenbrier (52) 22 10 7 15 j ; 
Kanawha (49) 33 «(37 18 15 15 6 


35 Protestant Leaders 
Hit McCarthyism 


New York (RNS)—An attack on 
“McCarthyism” as a “greater threat to 
our institutions than domestic Commu- 
nism” was made in a statement issued 
here by 35 Protestant leaders. 

They called upon “our fellow Chris- 
tians everywhere to resist this evil with 
all the influence at their command before 
it grows to intolerable proportions.” 

The statement was the first official act 
of the group as members of a newly- 
formed advisory council to Christian Ac- 
tion, national social action organization 
founded in 1951. 

Among council members are five active 
and retired Protestant Episcopal and two 
Methodist bishops, ministers of various 
denominations, college and_ theological 
seminary presidents, deans, and profes- 
sors and half a dozen prominent laymen 
and lay women. 

While recognizing that there have 
been “serious cases of subversicn in gov- 
ernment” and that Congressional inves- 
tigations are necessary, the Protestant 
leaders said these “must be conducted 
according to rules which protect the rights 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks About 





The World Missions Report 


What strikes you as a particularly significant item in the ad 


interim study on World Missions? 


Cuartes A. Locan, Nashville, Tenn., 
former missionary to Japan—We cannot 
limit ourselves to working only with those 
who accept our Westminster Standards. 

. . We must trust Christians . . . to 
write their own creed.” 

H. Kerr Taytor, Dallas, Texas, for- 
mer World Missions staff member—An 
able and timely review of our church's 
administration and service in foreign 
fields. The recommendations when adopt- 
ed will bring the work of our Board and 
missions more nearly in line with the 
mind and will of our church. 

J. A. McA.trine, Sherman, Texas, mis- 
sionary to Japan on furlough—‘Whether 
a man serve the Lord Jesus Christ in this 
country, or some other, the obligation is 


4 


(OUTLOOK, April 19) 


of the same nature, and demands the 
same faithfulness.” 

CHARLES W. Worth, Whiteville, N« 
minister and former missionary to China 

I like the repeated emphasis on the 
necessity for a sincere and practical co 
operation among the great denominations 
in the world mission enterprise, both here 
on the home basis and on the mission 
helds. 

T. WATSON STREET, professor of mis- 
sions in Austin, Texas, Seminary—The 
substance of this report represents sound 
missionary thought. Emphasis on the 
theological basis of missions, identifica- 
tion, self-government, united action, 
agrees with the Whitby and Willengen 
Conferences. 


of witnesses and persons investigated.” 

Their statement listed as destructive 
effects resulting from “the whole trend 
of which Senator McCarthy is partly 
cause and partly symptom” the follow- 
ing: 

(1) Undermining of the safeguards by 
which, in our tradition, citizens are pro- 
tected against arbitrary injury by those 
in power. 

(2) Impairing of the morale of vital 
departments of government. 

(3) Creation of an atmosphere in 
which many people are fearful of dissent- 
ing from the opinions of those in position 
to bring great pressure on the community 
as a whole. 

(4+) Draining of our energies as a 
people and shifting of the fecus of poli- 
tical debate from the domestic and for- 
eign problems which should command 
our attention. 

(5) Division of our people, feeding 
the forces of extreme nationalism and fos- 
tering a totalitarian mentality, and great- 
Jy weakening the party in power as an 
instrument of government to the injury 
of the country as a whole. 

(6) Diversion of our attention as a 
nation from the real external danger of 
Communism to a preoccupation with the 
internal threat of Communism at a time 
when there is less of such internal Com- 
munism than there has been at any time 
since the 1930s. 

(7) Shaking the alliance of free na- 
tions and, ironically, making the whole 
free world less able to withstand Com- 
munism in the places where it is the 
greatest danger. 

Among the signers were Episcopal 
Bishops Norman B. Nash of Boston, Angus 
Dun of Washington, Charles K. Gilbert 
(retired) of New York, William Scarlett 
(ret.) of Missouri, and Edward L. Par- 
sons (ret.) of San Francisco; Methodist 
Bishops Gerald Kennedy of Los Angeles 
and James C. Baker (ret.) of San Marino, 
Calif., and Dean James A. Pike of New 
York’s Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
(Episcopal). 

Also President Henry P. Van Dusen of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York; 
Mrs. James D. Wyker, president of United 
Church Women, National Council ot 
Churches; President Herbert Gezork of 
Andover-Newton ( Mass.) Theological Sem- 
inary, and Frank P. Graham. tormer U. 8S. 
Senator, former president of the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina and now a U.N. 
mediator. 

Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary and Dean Liston Pope 
of Yale Divinity School are honorary 
chairmen of Christian Action, and Prof 
John C. Bennett of Union is chairman of 
its executive committee. 


Explosives 


The first meaning of the word “mag- 
azine” is “a storehouse for gunpowder 
or other explosive.” Most church maga- 
‘ines are full of damp squibs. Their 
main concern seems to be to publish as 
many names as possible. and the people 
love to have it so.—-Pr TER PARSON in The 
British Weekly. 
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@ |f we want to be sound and true teachers. . 


UNION WOULD HELP CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


NY discussion of church union is 
A likely to assume controversial fea- 
tures. ‘The time for decision is at hand. 
Profound emotional elements and con- 
victions of long standing are present. 

The writer of this article knows and 
respects quite a few sincere and earnest 
men and women opposed to Presbyterian 
union at present. It is to them and to 
those as vet undecided that this article 
is addressed in the assurance that no re- 
sponsible Christian is ever unwilling to 
give to this matter, as far as he is able, 
unbiased consideration. 

Would Presbyterian church union now 
contribute significantly to Christian ed- 
ucation as carried on by our Presbyterian 
churches? By Presbyterian union is 
meant the organic union of the three 
churches now negotiating under any truly 
Presbyterian plan. “Christian educa- 
tion” is a term that calls for clarification. 
It has suffered much at the hands of its 
friends and foes. This term has happily 
replaced the more ambiguous one of “re- 
ligious education.” But it is still fre- 
quently emasculated by using it as if it 
were an isolated kind of education wholly 
apart from all other human growth; and 
worse yet, as if it were a copyrighted 
trade-mark for a product obtainable only 
from some Board or in a Sunday school or 
Christian college. 


Three Reasons 

This article sets forth three reasons 
which have led its author to believe that 
not only would such a union contribute 
much to the educational work of Presby- 
terians, but that it is now essential to the 
program of Christian education needed 
for our own critical days. 

Why is Presbyterian union essential 
to a Presbyterian program of Christian 
education? Let us examine three facts: 
one arising from the nature of Christian 
education; one from Presbyterian teach- 
ing as to the nature of the Christian 
church; and another, from some very 
practical present needs. 

First, God made Christian education 
possible and necessary when he chose to 
bring his children into being as infants 
destined for maturity in Christ through 
the processes of growth. The inner 
growth in Christ is precisely what we 


*Dr. Paisley is widely known and high- 
ly regarded throughout our church. A 
native Arkansan, a Texas pastor, a board 
official, professor at the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School and then its president, he has 
had a varied career. From the A.T.S. 
presidency he was called to head the 
Presbyterian, USA, education program in 
home, church and community. Now he 
is charged with the greater development 
and training of the USA church’s profes- 
sional lay leadership. 
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By EDWARD B. PAISLEY* 


mean by Christian education. Since this 
growth is stimulated and guided by more 
mature persons, we also use the term 
“Christian education” to denote what 
the Christian church does to influence 
persons in this process. 

All education takes place in the process 
of living. It begins with birth and ends 
here only with death. In this process the 
ideals, purposes, and practices of adults 
are far more powerful than merely what 
they say, especially if what they say is 
at variance with how they act. 


What We Do vs. What We Say 

In Christian education, this is fate- 
fully true. For, in Christian education, 
adults are confessedly seeking not merely 
the training of the body and the mind, 
but also the training of the spirit. Ma- 
hatma Gandhi, though not a Christian, 
expresses this in a way Christians under- 
stand and approve when he says: 

“As I came into closer contact with them 
(his young students) I saw that... just 
as physical training was to be imparted 
through physical exercise, and intellec- 
tual training through intellectual exercise, 
even so the training of the spirit was 
possible only through the exercise of the 
spirit. And this exercise of the spirit 
depended entirely upon the life and char- 
acter of the teacher. It would be idle for 
me, if I were a liar, to teach boys to tell 
the truth. ...I saw, therefore, that I must 
be an eternal object lesson to the boys and 
girls with me. Thus they became my teach- 
ers, and I learned I must be good and 
straight, if only for their sakes.” 

There are, conservatively estimated, 
within the constituency of the three Pres- 
byterian churches some 5,000,000 chil- 
dren and youth. What we do influences 
them more than what we say. We speak 
to them of obligations to unity in Christ. 
All will agree that this unity is more 
than merely united organization. But 
just so surely, it involves the elimination 
of all disunities that speak to them of 
selfish isolationism. Unity in Christian 
spirit demands some organizational unity. 
There is one spirit and one body. Those 
who urge the need for comity instead of 
organic union also testify to this—for 
comity in its provisions for operation is 
after all, but a certain form of church 
organizational unity. The question which 
we face with our youth, and other youth 
and adults whom we wish to influence in 
Christ-minded growth is: 


“Why should two or more Presbyterian 
groups, agreeing in doctrine and in gov- 
ernment, seek to maintain organizations 
within the United States which exhibit 
potentially harmful competitive endeav- 
ors, while at the same time they urge us to 
unity in Christ?” 


Secondly, we Presbyterians have as 
perhaps our distinctive doctrine, certainly 
as one of our most distinctive teachings, 
the real unity of the church. It is from 
this that we have developed our form of 
church government, and from this we 
have our name, Presbyterians. All Chris- 
tians are united, we hold, in one fellow- 
ship which should express itself in the 
manner by which the church’s life is 
directed. This is Calvin’s teaching as 
derived from the Scriptures. This is 
our banner: “The unity of the church 
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.” It 
is this that is so magnificently expressed 
in the Book of Church Order of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, Chapter 
III, paragraphs 12 and 13: 


“The Visible Church before the law, 
under the law, and now under the gospel 
is one and the same, and consists of all 
those who make profession of the true 
religion, together with their children. 
This visible unity of the body of Christ, 
though obscured, is not destroyed by its 
division into different denominations of 
professing Christians, etc.” 


This among other truths is what we 
Presbyterians seek to teach as an impor- 
tant part of Christ’s commission. Would 
it be strange if our youth wondered if 
we really believe this, when we speak 
and act as if the continuation of “ob- 
scuring the unity of the body of Christ” 
were of little moment, or as if it were 
our sacred duty to prolong this obscurity ? 


Resources and Needs 


Thirdly, what of our resources for this 
exacting work of Christian education? 
Resources must be measured in terms of 
needs. We hold that no education is 
safe without the full recognition of God’s 
supreme Lordship over all life. He has 
given us powers to amass and direct 
forces beyond the ability of unaided hu- 
man wisdom properly to control. In our 
time we have reached the point where we 
can commit mass suicide. All of us 
know this; secular educators know it, and 
are rightly concerned. 

Public education under state control 
because of its scope offers much hope for 
the better enlightenment of world citizens. 
But it can be a menace as well as a bless- 
ing, because without God informed man 
is always dangerous to himself and to 
fellowmen. Faith must be taught; obe- 
dience to God’s commands; the abiding 
nature of the moral law; and God’s pro- 
vision for escape from the bondage of 
sin. Teaching this is the commission given 
to the Christian church by the Lord of all 
life—to Presbyterians, so long as they 
are a Presbyterian fellowship. For this 
stupendous task, Presbyterians must col- 
lect and use all their resources. 








The centralization of church power is 
often mentioned in opposition to church 
union. Presbyterianism is in one real 
sense a provision for the proper central- 
ization of the power of the whole church. 
In days long past, my Southern Presby- 
terian professor of church polity taught 
us that “‘the genius of Presbyterianism is 
the power of the whole in every part, and 
the power of the whole over every part.” 
Presbyterianism provides for this cen- 
tralization of power, as well as its limita- 
tions, by the Constitution of the church. 

In an effective program of Christian 
education such a centralization of power 
is needed to accomplish as a whole what 
no part can properly do. To mention 
only a few of the more important things 
that such centralization of power can do: 

—it can provide for church-wide pro- 
gram building—for children, youth and 
adults ; 

—for adequate curriculum materials; 

—for publication of Christian litera- 
ture; 

—for the proper use of new media of 
communication such as audio and visual; 

—and for the maintenance of higher 
educational institutions. 

Adequate provisions for local interest, 
responsibility and control are certainly 
necessary. None of these is contrary to 
the total force needed for the proper ac- 
complishment of the above-named and 
other phases of an adequate Presbyterian 
program of Christian education. 

Such inspiring work as that of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., in its South- 
wide survey and that of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, in preparing and launch- 
ing its new curriculum, Christian Faith 
and Life—are magnificent. But the sup- 
port of such grand undertakings calls for 
the united effort of a larger constituency. 


A University Is Needed 


Take, for example, the present con- 
dition with regard to church-related in- 
stitutions of higher learning. Not only 
do the ones that we now have need a 
larger support based in part upon a larger 
constituency, but how are we to provide 
even one Christian university to take its 
place—desperately needed—in the educa- 
tional world, other than by a united effort 
backed by all of our Presbyterians? 

We should not attempt to answer this 
question of union in our minds by as- 
suming that present plans of any one 
of these churches are adequate or must 
necessarily be perpetuated. New condi- 
tions, ever developing, demand new ap- 
proaches and better planning. Let us 
get together and attack these problems in 
Christian education in confidence. Let 
us put forth our best efforts not “to ob- 
scure the unity of the church,” but to 
witness most effectively to our common 
Lord who when he gave his commission, 
“Go teach” gave also his promise, “Lo 
I am with you . . . all power has been 
given unto me.” 
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Presbyterian Is American Mother 


Winner of Annual Citation Has Son Who Is New Orleans Minister 


CoLtuMBus, Ga. (RNS) Mrs. Whee- 
ler H. Tolbert, librarian, social and civic 
worker and mother of five grown sons, 
has been named American Mother of the 
year by the Golden Rule Foundation. 

Mrs. Tolbert, 65, was cited by the 
American Mothers Committee of the 
Foundation for her success as a mother, 
for her religious and spiritual integrity, 
for practicing the Golden Rule and for 
her sense of civic and international un- 
derstanding. 

The 1954 award winner is now work- 
ing as librarian at an elementary school 
here because “the boys are gone and my 
husband is traveling and there is nothing 
to do.” 

She is a member of First Presbyterian 
church. One of her sons, Arch, 34, is 
assistant pastor of the St. Charles Ave- 
nue Presbyterian church, New Orleans. 

Three of her five sons were Phi Beta 
Kappa students at college, as was Mrs. 
Tolbert. All five served overseas during 
World War II. 

Besides Arch, the ‘‘boys” are Wheeler 
Howard Jr., 42, a Post Office Department 
employee at Weslaco, Tex.; James, 39, 
professor of English at St. John’s Col- 
lege, Annapolis, Md.; Jack, 37, who 
holds a managerial post in the office of 
the chairman of the board of Socony- 
Vacuum Oil Co., New York, and Stckes, 
31, a State Department economist work- 
ing on the Point Four program in New 
Delhi, India. 


MOTHER — A Columbus, 

Georgia, woman with a son 

who is a Presbyerian, U. S., 

minister, has been named this 

year’s American Mother.— 
RNS Photo. 


Mrs. Tolbert is the daughter of the 
late Dr. J. H. McDuffie, Sr., a prominent 
Columbus physician. She is a graduate 
of Converse College, Spartanburg, S. C. 
Her husband, Wheeler, is a _ traveling 
sales representative for a tailoring firm. 


Was Legislator 

A teacher before her marriage. Mrs. 
Tolbert said she ‘‘stayed home” when the 
boys were growing up. But she found 
time to win election to the State House 
of Representatives, where she served in 
1933-34, one of the few women legislators 
Georgia has had. 

After her sons grew up, Mrs. Tolbert 
had more time for outside interests. She 
served as chairman of the State Teachers 
Association, state chairman of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution, a mem- 
ber of the City Recreation Board and the 
Community Planning Council, among 
other posts. 

A member of the jury which chose 
Mrs. Tolbert said the award winner was 
“a real, living example to mothers today. 
A mother’s devotion and a home like hers 
for every family in America could wipe 
out juvenile delinquency completely.” 

Mrs. Tolbert will be the honored guest 
at the American Mothers Committee’s 
annual awards luncheon in New York 
on May 7 . The 1954 mothers of all the 
states and U.S. territories also will attend 
the session. 
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EDITORIAL 


Ministers and Union 


Some of the opponents of Presbyterian 
reunion have made much of the favorable 
attitude of the church’s ministers toward 
this question. On some occasions they 
seek to condemn it as merely something 
that the ministers are for; on other oc- 
casions they suggest evil motives to ex- 
plain the attitude of these ministers. 

In our poll we have, thus far, shown 
two points in regard to this question: (1) 
The official leadership of the church is 
overwhelmingly for union (105-19); and 
(2) in this issue, the ministers are over- 
whelmingly for it. 

This, of course, means that reunion is 
inevitable, but more than that, it means 
that these charges which are frequently 
made against the ministers ought to stop. 
If we don’t expect our spiritual leaders 
to lead, then what do we expect? If 
we do not feel that our official leaders as 
well our ministers, as leaders of congre- 
gations, are better informed and ordinari- 
ly more disinterested from any personal 
or selfish point of view, then we are 
in a deplorable situation. 

Some people have the audacity to sug- 
gest that the ministers ought sit on the 
fence with their ears to the ground until 
they know how the people feel about this 
or other situations, but the minister who 
did such a thing would be unworthy of 
his calling. He should re-read some of 
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the Old Testament prophets who scath- 
ingly denounced ministers who tip-toed 
lightly to conform to the vanities or 
prejudices or ignorance of the people, 
and he should look once more at the true 
prophet of God whose sole concern was 
the will of God. 

Now, with our poll indicating that the 
ministers in 62 presbyteries favor reunion 
while the elders in some 49 presbyteries 
are opposed to it, a specific, dignified and 
demanding challenge is suggested for the 
ministers. Obviously, a good many of 
these men, for reasons that appeared good 
to them, have not educated their officers 
and members on this question. Into this 
vacuum, then, have rushed the opposition 
forces, barraging elders and others with 
the anti-union material by the ton. It is 
not to be wondered at that so many 
churchmen have been poisoned by this 
material if no antidote has been available 
to them. Happily, it is not too late. 

One pastor says this: ‘I cannot help 
feeling that with so many ministers being 
in favor of union, many of the elders 
could be convinced if the ministers would 
only speak out. I know this from ex- 
perience. At a recent meeting of the Ses- 
sion I bared my soul and gave the Ses- 
sion the history of my interest in the 
cause of union. Immediately after ad- 
journing two of the elders came up and 
said that they had been opposed to union, 
but they wanted me to count them in from 
this time on. The whole atmosphere was 
cleared. One or two men testified that 
it was a religious experience to be in the 
meeting.” 

Of course this is true. The spiritual 
leaders should be expected to be out in 
front and leading in such great causes. 
If they are not, there will be no progress 
for the church; there never has been. 
These ministers are for union because 
they know the church’s history, they know 
the church and its mission and message 
in today’s world, they know their Bibles 
and they keep in communion with their 
Lord. We would despise ourselves if we 
seemed to desire any other kind of lead- 
ership. 

These ministers now face what is in 
many ways the most important question 
they have been called upon to face during 
their entire ministry. To be sure, if 
some of the superficial and unworthy 
reasons attributed by reunion opponents 
are all that men have heard, then this is 
a peripheral subject. But if it deals with 
the problem of reconciliation and of the 
church’s mission and witness in the world 
and if it is seen in relation to the doc- 
trine of the church itself, then we are 
confronted by a major claim upon us that 
we cannot escape and, at our own peril, 
we look upon it as superficial or peri- 
pheral. 

We should breathe a prayer of thanks- 
giving that once more we have been given 
such re-assuring evidence that our church 
leaders, from the grassroots to the Assem- 


bly level, are informed and are concerned 
about this vital issue and that they are 
overwhelmingly in favor of the reunion 
of the Presbyterian family in this coun- 
try. 

In many cases, during the months 
ahead, they have a tremendous work cut 
out for them. We should pray that they 
may be given wisdom and courage in the 
fullest measure. 


Tests for Candidates 

The revised description of a testing 
program for candidates for the ministry 
and mission service (page 11) should be 
of considerable interest to our readers. 
As we have pointed out on previous oc- 
casions, such a program’s positive values 
are of far more value than the occasional 
discovery of a man whose mental or other 
handicaps would almost surely bring 
tragedy in their train. 

Best values in such a program should 
enable men to develop sound programs of 
mental and spiritual health. Because 
publicity is minimized, if not eliminated, 
many people know little or nothing about 
the occasional difficulties of ministers, 
but however infrequent they may be, any 
such instance that can be avoided, should 
be avoided. However, there are occa- 
sional moral lapses which are the result 
of some life-time weakness or some bur- 
den or tremendous pressure. You can 
be very sure that the ministers and con- 
gregations caught in such situations 
would give anything in their power if 
something could have been done back 
yonder to have avoided it. 

In our hurried and complex life the 
more frequent problem is the harried or 
distraught or nerve-wracked man. This 
takes a heavy toll and such men and their 
people understand very well their need 
to have help, and in time, to make these 
situations cost as little as possible. 

It would be easy to paint such a picture 
of more than a few ministers who have 
or have had trouble in these areas as 
to make us rise up in unanimity to make 
available all possible help for them—be- 
fore they need it. 

Still, as we began, for the man who will 
never come into acute difficulty, such a 
program probably offers even more. 





LAYMEN’S STATEMENT 
Next two pages 

The following two pages, with 
the significant statement supporting 
Presbyterian reunion and the list 
of distinguished and _ influential 
laymen of our church who have 
signed it, may be removed from the 
paper and posted on a bulletin 
board where desired. Additional 
copies may be secured from THE 
OvurTLookK at 5¢, or mailed to fur- 
nished lists at that price, or 50 
for $1 in bulk. amet at 
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DAYS AND DAYS 


Methuselah in Melancholy Mood 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


if by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years, yet is their strength labor 
and sorrow.” —Psalm 90:10, KJV. 


be OW does it feel to be old?” Shem 
asked one day. 

“No feel to it,” said his great-grand- 
father. “You might say that’s what 
old age is, just losing vour feelings of all 
kinds.” 

“But there must be some way to notice 
it,’ Shem persisted. 

“Well, no,” said his ancestor. ‘*I woke 
up this morning feeling about the way I 
did when I woke up yesterday. Probably 
I feel a lot different from the way I felt 
a hundred years ago, say, or six hundred. 
But you can’t remember your feelings 
just as they were, so you can’t compare. 

“T’ll tell you a better way to find out 
when you are old,” Methuselah went on. 
“It’s not how you feel inside but how 
you think about things on the outside. 

“Take Days, for instance. They come 
and they go, everybody has the same day 
at the same time. An old man has 
twenty-eight days from full moon to full 
moon, and so has a young man. Maybe 
the old man and the young man work side 
by side, gat from the same dish and sleep 
on the same roof. If you looked at the 
old man and the young one you would say 
their days are just alike, and so they are. 
But the old man and the young man do 
not take their days just the same. 

“Now that you make me think of it, 
there are three ages of man, not two. The 
young, the old, and the middle-aged in 
between. And each of these takes Days 
in a different way. When you are young, 
every new day is exciting. The boy, the 
young man, thinks of each Day as it tip- 
toes in at the morning twilight: 

‘What did you bring me? What have 
you got for me?’ 

“The Day is a bringer of gifts, it stores 
up surprises. The young cannot wait for 
the Day to arrive, they run out to meet 
it, they dream of its beforehand, some- 
times they borrow from it before it comes. 
The Day is the young man’s banker, his 
benefactor. A good day is one that brings 
many gifts, a bad day is one that departs 
without leaving anything good behind. 


be HE middle-aged . . .” 
Shem interrupted: 
middle age ?”’ 

“Well, it’s hard to say,” the old man 
answered. “You can’t exactly put it in 
years. Let’s say it’s the most of the work- 
ing years.” 

“But some children work.” 

“Yes, but . . . well, some children are 
born middle-aged. But a really young 
person, say a child or a young boy, works 
only when he has to, when someone is 


“What is 


10 


watching, or when he needs the pay 
very much. You know what we used to 
say on the farm—a boy at work is as 
good as half a man, a boy and a man are 
as good as two men, but two boys are 
worse than no man atall. I'd sav middle 
age begins when a man will work just 
as hard when he’s not watched and made 
to work, as he will when he is. Now 
when a man reaches that stage, if he does, 
days have a different look to him. He 
doesn’t ask now, what will the Day 
bring me? He knows very well the days 
have brought all they ever will. He has 
had all the happy surprises he can have. 

“That’s another way of telling middle 
uge, maybe; it’s the time when life can’t 
surprise you any more. What the mid- 
dle-aged person asks about a Day is, 
What can I put into it? It is just the 
opposite from the way he looked at it 
when he was young. He used to hope 
the Day would leave him richer than it 
found him. Now he hopes to send the 
Day away richer than when it came. In 
his middle years, a good Day is one into 
which he can put a great deal; the bad 
Day is one into whose hands he puts noth- 
ing at all. When he is young, he wants 
the Day to give him something to remem- 
ber it by. When he is middle-aged, he 
wants to give the Day something to re- 
member him by.” 


a young people want to be 
famous?” Shem asked. 

“Oh, they dream of it; but they mostly 
aren’t willing to do what it takes to be 
famous. They’ve got the wish but not the 
ambition. The middle-aged are the ones 
that really want to be famous, and some 
few of them are. A young man thinks 
there’s nothing worse than not being 
happy—the Days have passed him by. 
A middle-aged man thinks there’s noth- 
ing worse than not being respected—he 
has passed by the Days. 

“But the old man—he expects nothing, 
there is nothing he specially wants to 
give. All he wants is to be let alone. 
The best thing about any Day is that it 
will not stand there forever. The best 
thing about any Day is that it comes only 
once. Just sit down, lie down, close your 
eyes, be patient, pay the Day no atten- 
tion at all. Act as if it were not there and 
presently it will go quietly away. An- 
other will come, and another, but they 
all look about alike, and the only one 
that will really look good is the last one.” 


be ELL!” said Shem in some as- 
tonishment. “I didn’t know 

that was how you feel.” 
“You see vour father is right,” said 
Methuselah. ‘“‘You boys never under- 


stood why he isn’t planning to take me 
with him on the Ark. You boys have of- 
fered to help me stow away, and you 
can’t see why I don’t want to. Now you 
know. A young man and a middle-aged 
man—woman too, I mean—can sail to a 
New World, or to an old world and make 


it over. But the old go on a different 
voyage. You see, Death is not so ter- 


rible after all.” 

“Oh, Great-grandfather, how can you 
say so? Death is dreadful.” : 

‘To the young, yes; it is the end of the 
gift-bringing Days. ‘To the middle-aged, 
too; it is the end of the good Days’ work. 
But to me, death is good. To the world. 
too. What would the place be like if we 
all were old and no one could die?— 
if no one looked for any good from any 
Day nor sought to pour good into it? 

“And in the next life . . .if there be a 
next life, I have never been clear in my 
mind about it . . . you know my father 
Enoch was just on the line between youth 
and middle life when God took him. I 
wonder—if there is a next life and if it 
is worth hoping for, God, won’t just take 
us old men and give us back our youth— 
he will give us back our middle age too. 
Where God is, no Days will be empty 
again.” 





Yale Theologian Gets 
Scottish Lectureship 


New Haven, Conn. (RNS)—Prof. 
David A. MacLennan of Yale Divinity 
School has been invited by the Church of 
Scotland’s committee for the education of 
the ministry to deliver the noted Warrack 
Lectures at the Universities of Glasgow 
and Aberdeen next February. 

He will be the first American church- 
men to fill the lectureship since 1926 
when Henry Sloane Coffin, president- 
emeritus of Union Theological Seminary 
in New York, was the lecturer. 

In addition, Professor MacLennan has 
been invited to serve as visiting professor 
of pastoral and practical theology at 
Westminster College, Cambridge, Eng. 


Home for Aged Will Be 
Located at Summerville, S. C. 


The Synod of South Carolina, called 
to meet recently in Summerville, author- 
ized an executive committee on a home for 
the aged to apply to the state for a charter 
for the “Presbyterian Home of South 
Carolina.” 

The synod acknowledged with thanks 
the gift of 32 acres located near Sum- 
merville as a site for the home. Twenty- 
six acres were the gift of Dr. and Mrs. 
Jack W. Rhodes and six were given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Segelken. 

Edward G. Lilly, Charleston pastor, 
presided in the absence of R. M. Cooper, 
the Moderator, who is recuperating from 
recent injuries sustained in an automobile 
accident. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


REPORT TO THE ASSEMBLY 








Education Agency 


Stresses Service 


A full and frank effort appears to be 
made in the report of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education to the General Assembly 
to show how closely its work is related 
to the “local church.” The Board, it 
says, was created to do this work; les- 
son writers and staff workers grew up 
in “local churches” and serve them; all 
their services are directed at the needs 
of the “local church.” 

Four “challenging opportunities” are 
mentioned by the Board: (1) The Chris- 
tian home must be strengthened; (2) with 
an increased birthrate there are more 
people to be reached; (3) educational in- 
stitutions must be strengthened; (4) the 
Board’s office and field staff must be 
supported. 

Men’s Work is shown to be developing 
at a healthy rate and extensive plans are 
being made for the New Orleans conven- 
tion next Oct. 15-17 when 8,000 men are 
expected. 

Twenty-four of the church’s colleges 
have been accredited since 1945—the year 
the Challenge Fund was first established. 
Stillman and Lees-McRae were accredited 
during the past year. Each college re- 
ceives $5,000 when this is done. 


Montreat Bookstore 


The Board’s new Montreat bookstore 
(at the back of the auditorium and across 
the street from the World Missions build- 
ing) had been completed and will be used 
for the first time during the General As- 
sembly. 

Following the instructions of the 1953 
Assembly, the Board offers a revised sec- 
tion on the “testing” of prospective can- 
didates for the ministry to be followed 
by presbyteries. (See below.) 

The Board is also presenting a pro- 
posed chapter of the Book of Church 
Order dealing with the “selection, train- 
ing and installation” of Directors of 
Christian Education. 

The Assembly will be asked to desig- 
nate 1956 (or possibly 1957) as a year 
of special emphasis on Christian Higher 
Education. 

Presbytery committees are encouraged 
to get into the field of family camps with 
the expectation of conducting such camps 
on a congregational basis. 

A more generous policy under which 
the John Knox Press would operate is 
recommended to the Assembly. The fol- 
lowing statement of policy is urged for 
adoption by the Assembly: 

“The purpose of the John Knox Press is 
to contribute to and stimulate the advance- 


ment of Christian thought and living 
throughout the world by the publication 
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and distribution of books and other print- 
ed materials. 

“As the official publishing agency of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, the John Knox Press will publish 
only those books which carry out this ob- 
jective and which are written by authors 
within the bounds of the evangelical 
Christian tradition. 


“In accordance with the established 
policy of our church, it will be the respon- 
sibility of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion to see that this standard is main- 
tained.” 

Christian Education receipts from 
churches last year (short year of nine 
months) amounted to $291,136—$32,000 
more than three-fourths of the contribu- 
tions of the full year before. 

Net sales by the Board and its agen- 
cies totaled $1,285,593. Profits on this 
business go back into the service program 
of the Board. 


Candidate Testing 


Plan Recommended 


The 1953 General Assembly adopted 
a detailed manual dealing with Duties 
of the Presbytery Regarding Candidates 
for the Ministry, but it held up and dis- 


cussed in what proved to be the most di- 
verting session of the Assembly, a section 
dealing with “testing” of prospective 
candidates. 


In a late night meeting, the Assembly 
raised a good many questions about not- 
too-clear statements dealing with the test- 
ing procedure and finally asked for fur- 
ther consultation with seminary repre- 
sentatives and for additional study. 

Now the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, completing its assignment, is sub- 
mitting the revised section on testing as 
follows: 


“The selection of candidates for the 
Christian ministry, so important for the 
building up of the Christian Church, is 
primarily the function of the Holy Spirit. 
Unless the candidate for the ministry is 
his choice, all human judgment is futile. 
However, the guidance of God’s Spirit 
should be accompanied by the use of com- 
monsense, and presbyteries should avail 
themselves of such examinations and tests 
as may be helpful in determining a pros- 
pective candidate’s physical, intellectual, 
and spiritual fitness for the work of the 
ministry. 


“Among others, three types of tests 
should be used by presbyteries in approv- 
ing candidates prior to their entrance 
into seminary: 
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“(1) A recognized intelligence test. 

“(2) A vocational interest test. If pos- 
sible, tests should be designed to evalu- 
ate the applicant’s linguistic ability and 
his persuasiveness. The Kuder Preference 
Record and the Strong Vocational Inter- 
ests Tests are probably the best at the 
moment. The results of these tests should 
be given to the presbytery and filed with 
the seminary when the student applies for 
admission, and should go a long way 
toward placing young men in the branches 
of the Christian ministry for which they 
are best fitted. 

“(3) One or more of the recognized per 
sonality tests, such as the Bernreuter, the 
Minnesota Multiphasic, or the Rorschach 

“These tests should be given and in 
terpreted only by psychologists or others 
competent in such testing. Results of 
such tests should be regarded by presby- 
tery committees as helpful bases for judg 
ment rather than as final judgments in 
themselves. A well-given personality test 
should help to detect three categories of 
candidates: (1)Those of reasonably ‘noi 
mal’ personalities; (2) Those having 
minor personality deficiencies which are 
amenable to correction through counsel- 
ing: and (3) an occasional one having 
sufficient serious neurotic tendencies to 
disqualify him for the ministry.” 


Texas Church Women Ask 
Civil Rights Safeguards 


‘Tex. (RNS)—A resolution 
opposing “dangerous extremes” in legis 
lation and urging that civil rights of in 
dividuals be protected along with other 
safeguards of liberty was adopted by the 
United Church Women of Texas at their 
20th annual meeting here. 

Delegates represented 111 local coun 
cils over the state whose membership in 
cludes women from nine Protestant de 
nominations. 

\s Christian women and loyal citizens 
of our beloved country,” their resolution 
oppose any type of Godless, 
materialistic society and are in hearty 
sympathy and with any demo 


Hot STON, 


said, “we 


accord 


cratic, reasonable efforts to seek out, deter 
and punish any would-be enemy of out 
country by due legal and democratic proc 


esses, 


“Nevertheless, we are alarmed at the 
present state of emotional tension in our 
country and especially in our own state. 
In particular we are opposed to any ef 
fort to brand a member of the Communist 
or any other party as a traitor to his coun 
try and subject to the death penalty merely 
because of his party membership. 

“In this time of hysteria, we wish to 
avoid dangerous extremes, to maintain the 
civil rights of each individual to due proc- 
ess of trial by jury and other safeguards 
of liberty. We refute the assumption of 
guilt by association and of intention by 
implication.” 


On these grounds, the church 
added, they specifically opposed 
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measures and methods now being pro- 
posed for our state‘ and later passed at 
the special session of the Texas legisla- 
ture. 

The women also expressed appreciation 

President Eisenhower for his ‘Chris- 
tian leadership” and his support of va- 
rious Christian causes and thanked him 
for “refraining from” appointing an of- 
ficial U.S. representative to the Vatican. 

In other adopted resolutions, they 
commended the U.N. and its specialized 
agencies, urged more interracial worship 
services in local communities, and called 
for tightening of liquor laws to curb sales 
of alcoholic beverages to young people. 





General Assembly 
Commissioners 


(Continued from last week) 





Lists of commissioners to the 1954 Gen- 
eral Assembly (May 27) are now appear- 
ing here. Others will follow by synods 
as they are available. 


SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI 

Central Miss.—(M)*—John Reed Miller, 
Jackson; Walter F. Hall, Indianola; Er- 
skine L. Jackson, (E)*—W. C. Leonard, 
Kosciusko; Chalmer W. Alexander, Jack- 
on; T. A. Lail, Lexington 

East Miss.—(M)—L. Allen Holley, Oko- 
lona; L. C. Jorgenson, Houston; (E)—W. 
Daryl Clark, Starkville: Dudley Watson, 
Columbus 

Meridian—(M)—R. I). Littleton, Hatties- 
burg; R. G. Schwanebeck, (E)—M. V. Lud- 
lam, Meridian; Howard S. Williams, Hat- 
tiesburg 

Miss.—(M)—O. W. Wardlaw, 
(FE) Mike L. Carr, Jr., Brookhaven. 
North Miss.—(M)—John K. Johnston, Ox- 
ford; Murphey C. Wilds. Senatobia: (E)— 


Magnolia; 


W. Frank Wood, Cleveland Cox, 
Batesville. 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Albemarle—(M)—James B. Ficklen, Tar- 





boro; E. S. Coates, Jr., 
McChesney, Jr., Goldsboro; (E)—Fuller 
Saulter, New Bern; Colon McLean, Wash- 
ington; Hunter B. Keck, Greenville. 
Concord—(M)—C. M. Richards, David- 
son: J. K. Parker, Mt. Mourne; John A. 
Ricks, China Grove; T. H. Spence, Jr., Mon- 
treat; (E)—R. D. Grier, W. L. Gilbert. 
Statesville; Fred A. Long, Lenoir; R 
Shiflet, Old Fort. 
Fayetteville—(M)—W. Ww. 


Farmville; James H. 


Arrowood, 


Rowland: C. K. Ligon, Southern Pines: 
T. KE. Nelson, Olivia; R. T. Haynes, Jr.. 
Fayetteville; S. H. Fulton, (E)—Halbert 


M. Jones, H. F. Monroe, 

tor MacLean, Lumberton; S. H. McPherson, 

Favetteville; H. T. Atkins, Lillington. 
Granville—(™M)—Robert Bluford, Ra- 


Laurinburg; Hec- 


leigh; Chas. S. McChesney, Townsville: 
Kelsey Regen, (E)—C. A. Hutchins, J. E 
Chappell, Durham; J. R. Apple, Raleigh. 

Kings Mountain—(M)—P. D. Patrick. 
Kings Mountain: Geo. L. Riddle, Cherry- 


ville; W. Hoyt Pruitt, Spindale; 
A. Nixon, Stanley; H. W 
City; E. M. Craig. 

Mecklenburg—(™)- 


(E)—Jas. 
’, Crenshaw, Forest 
Cramerton. 

—-C. H. Rowan, Wax- 


haw; Kirk N. Nesbit, Matthews; C. E. S 
Kraemer, Richmond, Va.; Jas. A. Jones, 
Watt M. Cooper. M. G. Lyerly. Warner L. 
Hall, F. Clyde Pratt, (E)—W. E. Price, 


Thos. M. Glasgow, McAlister Carson, H. 

H. Everett, Vester McLaughlin, Charlotte; 
H. McCall, Jr., Troy; W. H. Morrison, 

Monroe, John G. Boyd, Pineville. 
Orange—(M)—John A. Redhead, Jr., 


Greensboro; Carl H. Stark, Jr., G. Aiken 
Taylor, Burlington; John C. Whitley, 
Leaksville; J. P. H. MeNatt, High Point; 


(E)—Stephen A. White, Mebane; Clarence 
D. Jones, Hillsboro; A. J. Hughes, Ashe- 





boro; Byrd Barker, W. A. Rankin, Reids- 
ville. 

*(M)—Ministers; Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner's name, 


his home town is the next one listed. 


Wilmington—(M )—M. C. MacQueen, Clin- 
ton; Leslie C. Tucker, Chabourne; Ww 

Miller, Clarkton; (E)—Dallas Herring. 
Rose Hill; W. M. Dickson, Wilmington; H, 
L. Joslyn, Evans City. 


Winston-Salem—(M)—Julian Lake, Win- 
ston-Salem; Jas. A. Me ae (Japan), 
Sherman, Tex xas; 





ta; Marion Burke, Mt. Aix. 


SYNOD OF OKLAHOMA 
Durant—(M)—J. F. Austin, Bennington; 
(E)—Eugene Frye, Durant. 
jlijah Wisdom, Bromide; 
(E)—David Imotichey, Tishomingo. 
Mangum—(M)—Walter A. Bennett, (EB) 
Frank Thompson, Oklahoma City. 








SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


Bethel—(M)—Jamie D. Stimson, Ft. Mill: 
Walter L. Baker, Blackstone, E. C. Clyde 
Waxhaw; (E)—Miles A. Bigger, Hugh J. 
McCorkle, York; A. J. Richards, Heath 
Springs. 

Charleston—(M)—C. K. Douglas, Wal- 
terboro; D. A. Bowers, (E)—Wm. G. Bovyee, 
Charleston; Grainger Lanneau, Summer- 
ville. 

Congaree—(M)—Fred V. Poag, Walter 


K. Beaty, (E)—J. B. Klugh, 
Robt. Douglas, Winnsboro. 
Enoree—(M)—J. B. Sloan, Union; Cecil 
A. Thompson, Decatur, Ga.; C. E. Davis, 
(E)—P. H. Grayson, Greenville; Clarence 
H. Crow, T. P. Hartness, Spartansburg. 
Harmony—(M)—Donald B. Bailey, Kings- 
tree; Cliff H. McLeod, (F)—O. K. Osteen, 


Columbia; Dr. 





G. W. Shaw, Sumter. 

Pee Dee—(M)—E. N. Clower, Chester- 
field: T. E. Simpson, Society Hill; (E)— 
D. T. MecKeithan, Darlington; Dr. S. M. 
Witherspoon, Marion. 

Piedmont—(M)—.J. B. Davis, Pendleton, 
I. E. Wallace, (E)—S. C. Stribling, Clem- 
son: D. J. Miller, Westminster. 

muth Car.—(M)—W. H. oe! ag _ Abbe- 
ville; Geo. A. Anderson, (E)—W. Har- 


ris, Clinton; T. L. Boozer, wand: 





— ’ ° 
Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 
(Continued from last week) 





ENCHANGE OF PULPIT 


Arden, N. C., 180 mbs, 25 mi. Montreat 


and near other conference centers, Great 
Smokies, scenic attractions Sun. morn. 
svs. First 4 or last 4 Aug. Sundays. Pre- 
fer Chicago-Evanston ure Manse exceg. 


Robert A. Potter, Arden, \. C. 


Steubenville, Ohio, Starkdale ch, 450 
mbs. Suburb, one svs. Prefer Va June 
20, 27, July 4, 11. Manse excg. J. KK. Me- 
Divitt, Jr., Steubenville, Ohio. 

WISH TO SUPPLY 

Near Montreat, N. C., Aug. 15, 22. No 
manse. J. Rodman Williams, First ch 
(1000 mbs), Reekford, Tl. 

Kentucky, June §. Raymond B. Knud- 
sen, 2087 E. Capital, Springfield, Tl, Fifth 
ch, 778 mbs. 

SW Ohio, SEL Indiana, 5 Aue. Sundays 


Kenneth Morse, 184 N. Main, Camden, Ohio, 


135 mbs. 


Columbia Seminary Students 
Name Officers for New Year 

Student body leaders recently 
at Columbia Seminary include Leighton 
F. S. Ford, Chatham, Ontario, president: 
Chilton F. Thorington, Signal Mountain, 


elected 


Tenn., vice-president; John D. Camp- 
bell, Shelby, N. C., secretary; James 
Somerville, Barnardsville, N. C., treas- 


urer. 

Officers of the Society of Missionary 
Inquiry will be: Herbert S. Maxwell, 
Clinton, S. C., president; Samuel D. 
Fortson, Jr., Augusta, Ga., vice-presi- 
dent; John R. Bass, Lyons, Ga., secre- 
tarv; Edsel M. Huffstetler, North Bel- 
mont, N. C., treasurer. 
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A PROPHET WHO SPOKE 
THE TRUTH 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
1 Kings 22:1-40 Print 22:5-8,13-18,26-28a 
Sunday School Lesson for May 23, 1954 


Micaiah was a prophet who spoke the 
truth as he saw it. It seems a little strange 
that he should be remembered because 
of this fact. Why should any one, least 
of all a prophet of the living God, be 
remembered because he refused to tell a 
lie? There are times, however, when it 
is dificult to tel] the truth, and when it 
takes courage to stand for one’s con- 
scientious convictions. Perhaps we have 
been in such situations ourselves. No 
doubt we shall be. It may help us to 
consider the experiences of the prophet 
Micaiah. 


Background: | Kings 20 

lo appreciate Micaiah’s stand we must 
remember the situation in Israel. It was 
back in the days of Ahab. For many 
years the nation had been beset with 
enemies before and behind. The feud 
which had developed between Israel, the 
northern kingdom, and Judah, the south- 
ern kingdom, at the time of the disrup- 
tion, had continued without interruption 
for eight years. Border strife was con- 
stant and there had been many 
serious conflicts. 

Israel’s most dangerous enemy was 
Syria, whose capital was Damascus. 
Omri, Ahab’s father, had been compelled 
to grant special privileges to Damascus 
and to assign quarters in Samaria, his 
capital, to the Syrian traders. When 
Ahab came to the throne, Benhadad, King 
of Syria, sought to reduce Israel to an 
absolute dependency. Ahab launched a 
surprise attack upon his besieged capital ; 
the Syrians were routed and slaughtered ; 
Benhadad himself managed to escape 
with some of his cavalry. The next year 
Benhadad attacked again and once more 
was ignominiously defeated. This time 
he surrendered unconditionally with every 
outward sign of submission. Ahab, to 
the annoyance of the more fiery clement 
in Israel, granted Benhadad life and lib- 
erty on condition that the old situation 
should be reversed, that Damascus should 
now be the subject citv and should pro- 
vide quarters for the Israelitish traders 
within its walls. 

After this battle there was peace be- 
tween Israel and Syria for three vears. 
It was probably during this period that 
Ahab finally ended the long feud between 
Israel and Judah. Indications are that 
it was ended by the practical submis- 
sion of Judah and her recognition of 
Israelite superiority. The pact was seal- 
ed by the marriage of Jehoram, son of 
Jehosaphat, king of Judah, to Ahab’s 
daughter. Athaliah. 
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1. Occasion of Micaiah’s Stand, | 

Kings 22:2-13 

Ramoth-Gilead was a strategic city on 
the eastern side of the Jordan, which 
Benhadad had promised to return to Is- 
rael after his disastrous defeat at Aphek. 
Three years passed by, and Benhadad 
ignored his solemn pledge. Ahab real- 
ized that his domains were threatened 
so long as this fortress remained in for- 
cign hands. Syria was now threatened 
by the rising might of Assyria, whose 
capital was Nineveh, and it appeared 
that a propitious time had come for the 
further advancement of his kingdom. He 
sent for his vassal, Jehosaphat, king of 
Judah, and called a council of his of- 
ficers, to whom he explained the situation. 
“Ramoth-Gilead belongs to us,” he said, 
“and we keep quiet and do not take it 
out of the hand of the king of Syria.” 

Then he turned to Jehosophat and 
asked, “Will you go with me to battle 
at Ramoth-Gilead?” ‘“Jehosaphat was 
a good man,” someone had said, ‘‘whose 
whole life was marred by the fact. that he 
could not say ‘No’ to the suggestions of 
evil associates.”” More probably, Jehosa- 
phat recognized that he had no choice. 
Yielding gracefully to the inevitable he 
replied, ““I am as you are, my people as 
your people, my horses as vour horses.” 

But Jehosaphat was a pious king, as 
Ahab was not. He was forced to assist 
Ahab in the war, but he wanted to be 
assured that it had the divine sanction, 
that it was in fact a holy war, and so he 
said to the king of Israel, ‘Inquire first 
for the word of the Lord.” 

Ahab had made up his mind, but he 
had no objection to seeking a prophet’s 
advice. He was a practical man and 
thoroughly unscrupulous. He had long 
ago learned how to judge popular senti- 
ment and also, no doubt, how to manufac- 
ture public opinion. He saw in Jeho- 
saphat’s pious request an opportunity to 
stir the people’s enthusiasm to fever heat. 
So he sent not for one prophet, but for 
all the prophets in Israel on whom he 
knew he could depend, about four hun- 
dred in number. 

These four hundred men gave a unan- 
imous answer. The war on which Ahab 
was about to embark was a holy war. 
And the Lord could be counted on to give 
him the victory. “Shall I go to battle 
against Ramoth-Gilead, or shall I for- 
bear?” Ahab asked. And they replied: 
“Go up; for the Lord will give it into the 
hand of the king.” 

How can we explain this unanimous, 


yet mistaken verdict? ‘They are two possi- 
bilities. One, the least probable, is that 
these four hundred prophets knew on 
which side their bread was buttered. They 
knew that Ahab was determined to make 
war against Syria and realized that it 
would be advantageous for them to fall 
in with the royal will. In his autobi- 
ography, The Making of an Insurgent, 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia, tells how, when 
he was deputy attorney general of New 
York, he brought a case against some 
large packing houses for violation of a 
new weights and measure law. When 
the case was called, State Senator James 
J. Walker, later Mayor of New York, 
appeared for the defense. Walker told 
the court he was the author of the law 
and knew it was not intended to apply 
in such cases. Afterwards when the case 
had been dismissed and Walker and the 
Judge had genially invited him to have 
a drink, LaGuardia asked Walker how 
he could come into court to defeat his own 
law. Walker replied: ‘‘Fiorello, when 
are you going to get wise? Why do you 
suppose we introduce bills? We intro- 
duce them sometimes just to kill them. 
Other times we have to pass a bill. Why 
are you in the Attorney General’s office? 
You are not going to stay there all your 
life. You make your connections now 
and later you can pick up a lot of dough 
defending cases you are now prosecuting. 
The judge, LaGuardia adds, “acquiesced 
in all that.” It may be that these four 
hundred prophets were maintaining their 
“connections.” 

The other and more likely possibility 
is that the four hundred professional 
prophets were themselves swept off their 
feet by popular enthusiasm. This is the 
more likely because we know from long 
experience how teachers, preachers, edi- 
tors, politicians and others are carried 
away by the sentiments of their times, 
how difficult it is for them to develop 
independent convictions in times of pop- 
ular excitement. When the voice of the 
world is in-our ears it is difficult to hear 
the still small voice of God. 

There is little value in ruminating on 
the example of the four hundred in the 
days of Ahab and Jehosaphat unless it 
gives us all a firmer resolve to withstand 
the silent, but persistent social pressure 
to which we are subject, binding us to 
accept the popular attitudes of the days, 
greater courage to stand at times against 
popular clamor, and the psychology of 
the mob; greater readiness to listen to 
what God is seeking to sav to us through 
his Holy Spirit. 

Jehosaphat realized that Ahab’s picked 
men were in no position to ascertain the 
will of God. He asked if there was not 
someone else, a real prophet, of whom 
they might inquire. Israel’s king ad- 
mitted that there was one such man. 
Naively he explained why he had not 
called him before: “I hate him,” he 
said, “for he never prophesies good con- 
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cerning me, but evil.” We ought to be 
able to understand Ahab’s attitude. Most 
of us, too, like to hear preaching that 
makes us feel not too uncomfortable. It 
is surprising how many people will stop 
coming to a Bible class or church if the 
speaker says what they don’t want to 
hear. The great majority of people read 
only those books or papers which agree 
with their own points of view. 

To please Jehosaphat, Ahab sent for 
Micaiah, the son of Imlah, a man who, 
according to Ahab’s own words, was ac- 
customed to speak the truth as he saw 
it regardless of its popular reception. 
While the two kings waited, the four 
hundred prophets continued to inflame 
the public mind with their promise of 
success. To understand the scene that 
follows we must bear in mind that the 
nation was set on war. So united were 
the people that every preacher in the 
kingdom was ready to sell bonds, to carry 
the flag into the pulpit, to pray for 
God’s blessing upon Ahab’s sacred cause 
——every preacher except one, and he was 
now to be called on for his opinion in the 
presence of the multitude, in the presence 
of the dignitaries of church and state. 


ll. Micaiah’s Stand for the Truth, 

22:13-23 

The messenger who went to bring Mi- 
caiah knew the temper of the people and 
also that of the monarch. He knew it 
would be exceedingly dangerous to with- 
stand the general will. As a practical 
man of the world he gave the prophet a 
kindly bit of advice: “Don't bother about 
your conscientious convictions, follow the 
crowd.” That is practical, wordly ad- 
vice for a minister teday, or for a poli- 
tician, or for a college boy, or for any 
other man, if he wants to be “popular.” 
We are all in danger of conforming to 
some extent to what is expected of us and 
need to be on guard at this point. 

Micaiah had faced such situations be- 
fore, and long before had determined to 
speak the truth as he saw it, 
of the consequences. 


regardless 


So now he answered 


without hesitation: ‘As the Lord lives, 
what the Lord says to me that will I 
speak.” 

We are surprised, then, when he stands 
before the king and echoes the very words 
of the popular preachers of the day: 
‘Go up and triumph; the Lord will give 
it into the hand of the king.” There 
are times, however, when irony and sar- 
casm are more effective than a simple, 
unadorned statement of fact. Ahab real- 
ized that Micaiah was only mocking the 
popular prophets. He urged him to speak 
his mind. Micaiah dropped his mask at 
once and proceeded to unfold his reading 
of the situation by relating two visions 
which had come to him. 

The first vision, that of Israel, a shep- 
herdless flock scattered on the mountains, 
is a veiled prediction of Ahab’s death. 
The king, who had no intention of chang- 
ing his course of action, sought to remove 
the depressing effect of the oracle on the 
mind of Jehosaphat by insisting that it 
proceeded from personal animosity. 

The second vision (19-22), given by 
Micaiah to explain the source of the 
false prophets’ error, is very likely a 
parable, but behind it lies a great truth 
to which the religious experience of all 
ages bears witness. ‘The man who, like 
Ahab, sells himself to work evil (21:20) 
loses his power of discerning between 
vo.d and evil; the flattering tongue of 
a number of wordly prophets prevails 
with such a man over the utterance of one 
spiritually minded seer.” 


ill. Results of Micaiah’s Stand, 
22:24-40 


What were the results of Micaiah’s 
bold stand for the truth? First of all, 
public insult. Zedekiah, leader of the 


four hundred popular ministers, smote 
Micaiah on the cheek and accompanied it 
with insulting words. We can be sure 
that his act received the approbation of 
the crowd 
object of general scorn. Second, im- 
prisonment under the most irksome con- 
r 
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and that Micaiah became an 


ditions. Ahab order Micaiah to be cast 
into jail and given food poor in quality 
and scarce in quantity, just enough, the 
account suggests, to keep him alive. 

But what were the results so far as 
Ahab was concerned, and so far as the 
nation was concerned? Ahab went into 
the battle disguised as a common soldier. 
Perhaps he knew that the Syrians would 
concentrate their efforts on him and per- 
haps he was willing for Jehosaphat, his 
vassal, to run the dangers of the battle. 
More likely, the stratagem ‘reveals his 
secret anxiety lest Micaiah’s vision should 
come true, and is perhaps dictated by the 
superstitious notion that by changing his 
identity he can escape the notice of the 
unseen powers of evil.” 

But during the course of the battle a 
chance arrow passed between his breast- 
plate and lower armor, inflicting a severe 
wound. He would have been driven out 
of the fighting, but the line moved stead- 
ily forward, and he could not leave with- 
out danger of throwing it into confusion. 
So he remained all day, sorely wounded 
as he was, in the thick of the fighting and 
died like a hero in the evening. In spite 
of the weakness of his character, Ahab 
was a strong, courageous ruler. Israel 
now came under the complete domination 
of Jezebel, Ahab’s widow, always the evil 
genius of his reign. Micaiah, we sup- 
pose, remained in prison until popular 
and official animosity against radicals 
who opposed national policies was for- 
gotten. 


For Further Consideration 


Do men always tell the truth today in 
talking about themselves or others, in 
writing advertisements (cigarettes, whis- 
ky, tooth paste, for example), in making 
political speeches, in taking examina- 
tions, in giving evidence before the courts, 
in love or in war? 

Does it ever cost to tell the truth, to 
speak one’s honest convictions? What 
would happen today to a preacher, your 
preacher, let us say, or to a politician, 
your representative in Congress, let us 
say, if he took an unpopular stand on the 
race issue ? 

Should a man stand for his conscien- 
tious convictions regardless of the con- 
sequences, in the church, in politics, in 
his crowd, in his business? Is it right for 
a nation or a movement to resort to mis- 
leading propaganda to advance its cause? 

What are the costs of speaking untruth, 
or of refusing to speak the truth as one 
sees it—to the individual himself, to the 
church, to society ? 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


The Holly and the Ivy 


This English drama is a sensitive 
study of the members of a clergyman’s 
family who, gathered to celebrate Christ- 
mas, find that, to be happy, they must re- 
assess their purposes, their attitudes and 
re-orient their lives. 

The characters drawn distinctly are 
of different moral and spiritual texture. 
Several have in common an uncertainty 
and a fear of life. A veneer of reserve 
covering inner emotional disillusion- 
ments blunts their mutual understanding, 
mainly because the son and daughters 
have lived under the misapprehension 
that, because their father was a parson, 
he could neither know nor sympathize 
with life’s temptations, obstacles and 
failures. When the hidden and tortured 
selves emerge from natural concealment, 
dramatic self-disclosure meets infinite 
compassion from the most unexpected 
quarter. The result is a healthy, purified 
relationship and a happier outlook for 
all. 

In an adult manner, the most important 
ingredient of a good life—honesty with 
onseself and with others—is given full 
play in every related incident. This is 
no sentimental approach to Christmas 
jollity while ignoring the meaning of 
Christmas and the implications of the 
Christian life. Christmas’ traditional 
observances, trimming the tree, singing 
carols, preparing the church creche, a 
choir rehearsal, punctuate the family 
drama and they do not recover their sig- 
nificance until the former is resolved. 

Because the viewer feels so much a 
part of the family circle, this picture 
holds a special appeal to mature and dis- 
cerning audiences. The characterizations 
are so perfect that it is difficult to think 
of the members of the cast as “actors.” 
The country parish church and _ the 
vicarage are natural settings. Christmas 
carols are embodied in a fine musical 
score, beautifully rendered. 

While we would not expect the presence 
of liquor in an American pastor’s house- 
hold, we find it here. Whatever difficul- 
ties we may encounter in the matter of 
differences they have a factual basis and 








*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 
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do not detract from the quality and im- 
port of the film. It is a memorable ex- 
perience. FOR: Adults. 


EXECUTIVE SUITE (MGM). This bril- 
liant character study of certain phases 
of Big Business shows an incisive inter- 
play of personalities, of principles and of 
ideas. When a ruthless tycoon dies sud- 
denly, some of the firm’s board members 
compete for its presidency. Each, in his 
attitude to the ethics and procedures of 
business shows whether he can measure 
up to the position. A younger man has 
a vision of what cooperation, pride of 
achievement, honesty and consideration of 
the employees can bring about. He issues 
a challenge to the group, his integrity 
wins the day and the presidency. Frank 
evaluation of social, business and marital 
relations, some of which are reprehen- 
sible, claim attention. On an adult level, 
this is an absorbing drama enhanced by 
superior camera work. It is given fur- 
ther importance by an all-star, well-di- 
rected cast. FOR: Adults. 


SASKATCHEWAN (Universal-Interna- 
tional). A superior Technicolor western 
set in northwestern Canada with its moun- 
tains, forests, valley, lakes and glaciers. 
Added to these are the red-coated Moun- 
ties and the be-feathered Indians, in a 
stirring story of the Sitting Bull era, after 
Custer’s defeat. There is conflict between 
the methods of handling the Indians by 
two police officers and there is also war- 
fare between the Crees and Sioux. Much 
attention is given to the difference be- 
tween suspicion and trust on the part of 
Indians and white men alike. Right pre- 
vails ultimately. This is a film of fast- 
paced action with a consistent plot fol- 
lowing historical lines. Well acted and 
absorbingly interesting. FOR: Family. 
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Our Christian Symbols. Friedrich Rest. 
Christian Education Press, Philadelphia. 
$2.50. 

An Adventure with People. Ferris E. 
Reynolds. Christian Education Press, Phil- 
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Power for Life’s Living. Arnold H. Lowe. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 

Dig or Die, Brother Hyde. William J. 
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Through the Gospels to Jesus. Dwight 
M. Beck. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $5.00. 
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Farther into the Night. Mrs. Gordon H. 
Smith. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. $2.50. 

Lovejoy’s College Guide. Clarence E. 
Lovejoy, Simon & Schuster, N. Y. $2.95. 

Oral Tradition. Eduard Nielsen. Alec R. 
Allenson, Inc., Chicago. $1.25, paper. 

Guiding Youth in Christian Growth. 
Oliver DeWolf Cummings. Judson Press, 
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The Pattern of God’s Truth. Frank E. 
Gaebelein. Oxford University Press, N. Y. 
2.50. 

Primary Teacher’s Guide—India, Pakis- 
tan and Ceylon. Lois E. McDonnell. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. No price listed. 

All in Good Time. G. B. Stern. Sheed 
& Ward, N. Y. $2.50. 

Sent Forth to Preach. Jesse Burton 
Witherspoon. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 

Sermons from the Mount. Charles M. 
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Christianity in Education. Martin Heg- 
land. Augsburg Publishing House, Min- 
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COTTAGE with driveway and modern 

conveniences; for family 3-4. About 10 
minute walk from Post Office. Apply 
N. D. Grier, Montreat, N. C. 


WANTED 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Hot 

Springs, Arkansas, wants experienced 
Director of Christian Education. This 
church in resort city offers exceptional 
opportunity and has large youth group. 
Interested persons please write James 
Overholser, Minister, 
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CHANGES 

Jack W. Ewart, Radford, Va.. has a 
cepted a call to the Bethesda church, 
Aberdeen, N. C 

W. Frank O’Kelley, Marlin, Texas, di 
rector of church extension for Central 
Texas Presbytery, will pastor 
of the newly-organized Rock 
dale, Texas. 

Calvin Percy Owen, La Grange, Texas, 
will become director of church extension 
for Central Texas Marlin 
Texas, Aug. 1. 

James N. Cook from 
Antlers, Okla. 

J. L. Leos, Taylor 
Church St., Victoria 

J. Davison Philips, 
is to become 
Decatur, Ga 

L. B. Colquitt, Cartersville, Ga 
begin his new work as executive 
tary of Southwest Georgia Presbytery 
May 15, living in Albany 

W. D. Stewart, formerly 
Ga., is beginning a new 
hassee, Fla. 

Robert C. Pooley, Jr., Guntersville, 
Ala., will become pastor in Summerville, 
Ga., in June. 

Claude Cluney, formerly of Henderson, 
Texas, is beginning his new 
pastor at Crowley, La 

Joe P. McGehee, who has been serving 
in Kilgore, Texas, is the 
the Drake Memorial 
Texas. 

W. F. Mitchell, Associate Reformed 
pastor of Monticello, Ark., will become 
pastor of the Sunset Hills (U.S.) church, 
Charlotte, N. C., in mid-May 

J. A. Christian from Reynolda, N. C., to 
Route 2, Charles City, Va 


USA MODERATOR 

Three men to he nominated for 
erator of the Presbyterian. USA, General 
Assembly (Detroit. May 20) include: 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president of Mary- 
ville College. Tenn... chairman of the 
permanent Commission on Cooperation 
and Union; C. Morton Hanna, professor 
of rural work at Louisville Seminary: 
and Thomas R. Niven, Omaha. Neb.. 
pastor 


GUEST PROFESSOR 

Jesse H. Baird, president of San Fran- 
cisco Theological Seminary and former 
USA Moderator, will be guest professor 
June-November this year at Union Semi- 
nary, Manila. Benjamin Guansing will 
be inaugurated as president of the semi 
nary in the Philippines in June. 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, 4-yr. Liberal Arts college for women. 
A.B deeree Broad curriculum, small classes. 14 majors, 
» departmental, interdepartmen- 
tal, and an independent major, 
including music, art, Bible, 
dramatic arts. Courses in nurs- 
ery school education. 112th 
year. Competitive scholarships. 
Catalog. 
MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE, 
Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 
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DEATH 

J. R. Hooten, 73, pastor at Dunnellton, 
Fla., died in an Ocala, Fla., hospital April 
S. He grew up in and served in his early 
ministry in the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church. 


TRAVEL 

Herman J. Womeldorf and family will 
spend the summer in Scotland where he 
will be the supply minister at the Church 
of Caputh at Murthly in Perthshire. Mr. 
Womeldorf is pastor of the Routh Me- 
morial church, Spartanburg, S. C., and 
professor of religion at Converse College. 
He will attend summer lectures at St. 
Andrews University. 


GEORGIA CLERK 

L. B. Gibbs, Clayton, Ga., has been ap- 
pointed to fill the unexpired term of C. F. 
Monk, Savannah, Ga., as stated clerk and 
treasurer of the Synod of Georgia, fol- 
lowing Mr. Monk’s continued illness. 
Moderator Harry K. Holland, Marietta, 
Ga., made the appointment, effective up 
to the mecting of synod at Clinton, S. C., 
July 153. 


R.E.W. SPEAKER 

Sidney A. Gates, Salisbury, N. C., was 
the recent Religious Emphasis Week 
speaker at Western Carolina Teachers’ 
College, Cullowhee, N. C. 


NAVY CITATIONS 

Two Presbyterian, U.S., 
cited for 
Allen Jones and 
Jr. 

Three Presbyterian, USA, chaplains 
were cited for action in Korea: Samuel 
D. Chambers, Joseph H. Lampe, and 
Earle V. Lyons. 


chaplains have 
distinguished service: 
Richard G. Hutcheson, 


been 


TO BE MARRIED 

James P. McCrary, Wilshire church, 
Austin, Texas, and Ben Carolyn Duna- 
way, also of Austin, are to be married in 
the University church there, May 25, 
with Austin Seminary’s James !. McCord, 
officiating. 


HEADS LEPROSY MISSION 

Harold Hayes Henderson, missionary 
to Korea for 20 years for the Presbyter- 
ian Church, USA, has been named gen- 
eral secretary of the American Leprosy 
Mission, succeeding Eugene R. Kellers- 
berger, who retired last December. Dr. 
Henderson formerly headed the Com- 
mittee on Resettlement Services of the 
USA church. The leprosy mission aids 
and maintains 166 settlements and clinics 
in 32 countries, caring for 50,000 patients, 
Sixty-two Protestant denominational and 
interdenominational mission groups co- 
operate in the program. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
4. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
year business course. Preparatory 
department with 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans, Moderate charges. Scholar- 
ships. Self-help. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Louis C. LaMotte, M.A. 
Th. D., D. D., President 
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WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 
A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 
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CENTRE COLLEGE 


“Excellent academic program, healthy Christian emphasis, 
well-prepared faculty, and excellent student-faculty relation- 
ship” (Quoted from Winter’s Survey, 1952) 
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